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§25.121

notification prior to such construction
or alteration is required by part 17 of
this chapter, must include the FCC An-
tenna Structure Registration Num-
ber(s) for the affected satellite earth
station antenna(s). If no such number
has been assigned at the time the ap-
plication(s) is filed, the applicant must
state in the application whether the
satellite earth station antenna owner
has notified the FAA of the proposed
construction or alteration and applied
to the FCC for an Antenna Structure
Registration Number in accordance
with part 17 of this chapter. Applica-
tions proposing construction of one or
more earth station antennas or alter-
ation of the overall height of one or
more existing earth station antennas,
where FAA notification prior to such
construction or alteration is not re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must
indicate such and, unless the satellite
earth station antenna is 6.10 meters or
less above ground level (AGL), must
contain a statement explaining why
FAA notification is not required.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 4367, Feb. 6, 1996. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 66
FR 9973, Feb. 13, 2001; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003]

§25.121 License term and renewals.

(a) License Term. (1) Except for li-
censes for DBS space stations, SDARS
space stations and terrestrial repeat-
ers, and 17/24 GHz BSS space stations
licensed as broadcast facilities, Ili-
censes for facilities governed by this
part will be issued for a period of 15
years.

(2) Licenses for DBS space stations
and 1724 GHz BSS space stations li-
censed as broadcast facilities, and for
SDARS space stations and terrestrial
repeaters, will be issued for a period of
8 years. Licenses for DBS space sta-
tions not licensed as broadcast facili-
ties will be issued for a period of 10
years.

(b) The Commission reserves the
right to grant or renew station licenses
for less than 15 years if, in its judg-
ment, the public interest, convenience
and necessity will be served by such ac-
tion.
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(c) For earth stations, the license
term will be specified in the instru-
ment of authorization.

(d) Space stations. (1) For geo-
stationary-orbit space stations, the li-
cense term will begin at 3 a.m. Eastern
Time on the date when the licensee no-
tifies the Commission pursuant to
§25.173(b) that the space station has
been successfully placed into orbit at
its assigned orbital location and that
its operations conform to the terms
and conditions of the space station au-
thorization.

(2) For non-geostationary orbit space
stations, the license period will begin
at 3 a.m. Eastern Time on the date
when the licensee notifies the Commis-
sion pursuant to §25.173(b) that oper-
ation of an initial space station is com-
pliant with the license terms and con-
ditions and that the space station has
been placed in its authorized orbit. Op-
erating authority for all space stations
subsequently brought into service pur-
suant to the license will terminate
upon its expiration.

(e) Renewal of licenses. Applications
for renewals of earth station licenses
must be submitted on FCC Form 312R
no earlier than 90 days, and no later
than 30 days, before the expiration date
of the license. Applications for space
station system replacement authoriza-
tion for non-geostationary orbit sat-
ellites shall be filed no earlier than 90
days, and no later than 30 days, prior
to the end of the twelfth year of the ex-
isting license term.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 68059, Dec. 23, 1993; 59 FR 53327, Oct. 21,
1994. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR
5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 66 FR 59142, Oct. 4,
2000; 67 FR 12485, Mar. 19, 2002; 67 FR 51113,
Aug. 7, 2002; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 68 FR
63999, Nov. 12, 2003; 72 FR 50027, Aug. 29, 2007;
75 FR 45067, Aug. 2, 2010; 79 FR 8317, Feb. 12,
2014]

§25.129 Equipment authorization for
portable earth-station transceivers.

(a) Except as expressly permitted by
§2.803 or §2.1204 of this chapter, prior
authorization must be obtained pursu-
ant to the equipment certification pro-
cedure in part 2, Subpart J of this
chapter for importation, sale or lease
in the United States, or offer, ship-
ment, or distribution for sale or lease
in the United States of portable earth-
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station transceivers subject to regula-
tion under part 25. This requirement
does not apply, however, to devices im-
ported, sold, leased, or offered, shipped,
or distributed for sale or lease before
November 20, 2004.

(b) For purposes of this section, an
earth-station transceiver is portable if
it is a ‘“‘portable device’ as defined in
§2.1093(b) of this chapter, i.e., if its ra-
diating structure(s) would be within 20
centimeters of the operator’s body
when the transceiver is in operation.

(c) In addition to the information re-
quired by §§1.1307(b) and 2.1033(c) of
this chapter, applicants for -certifi-
cation required by this section must
submit any test data necessary to dem-
onstrate compliance with pertinent
performance standards in §§25.138,
25.202(f), 25.204, 25.209, and 25.216, must
submit the statements required by
§2.1093(c) of this chapter, and must
demonstrate compliance with the la-
beling requirement in §25.285(b).

(d) Applicants for certification re-
quired by this section must submit evi-
dence that the devices in question are
designed for use with a satellite system
that may lawfully provide service to
users in the United States pursuant to
an FCC license or order reserving spec-
trum.

[69 FR 5709, Feb. 6, 2004, as amended at 79 FR
8317, Feb. 12, 2014]

EARTH STATIONS

§25.130 Filing requirements for trans-
mitting earth stations.

(a) Applications for a new or modi-
fied transmitting earth station facility
shall be submitted on FCC Form 312,
and associated Schedule B, accom-
panied by any required exhibits, except
for those earth station applications
filed on FCC Form 312EZ pursuant to
§25.115(a). All such earth station Ili-
cense applications must be filed elec-
tronically through the International
Bureau Filing System (IBFS) in ac-
cordance with the applicable provisions
of part 1, subpart Y of this chapter. Ad-
ditional filing requirements for Earth
Stations on Vessels are described in
§§25.221 and 25.222. Additional filing re-
quirements for Vehicle-Mounted Earth
Stations are described in §25.226. Addi-
tional filing requirements for Earth
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Stations Aboard Aircraft are described
in §25.227. In addition, applicants that
are not required to submit applications
on Form 312EZ, other than ESV, VMES
or ESAA applicants, must submit the
following information to be used as an
“informative’” in the public notice
issued under §25.151 as an attachment
to their application:

(1) A detailed description of the serv-
ice to be provided, including frequency
bands and satellites to be used. The ap-
plicant must identify either the spe-
cific satellite(s) with which it plans to
operate, or the eastern and western
boundaries of the arc it plans to coordi-
nate.

(2) The diameter or equivalent di-
ameter of the antenna.

(3) Proposed power and power density
levels.

(4) Identification of any random ac-
cess technique, if applicable.

(5) Identification of a specific rule or
rules for which a waiver is requested.

(b) A frequency coordination analysis
in accordance with §25.203 shall be pro-
vided for earth stations transmitting
in the frequency bands shared with
equal rights between terrestrial and
space services, except that applications
for user transceiver units associated
with the NVNG mobile-satellite service
shall instead provide the information
required by §25.135 and applications for
user transceiver units associated with
the 1.6/2.4 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service
shall demonstrate that user trans-
ceiver operations comply with the re-
quirements set forth in §25.213.

(c) In those cases where an applicant
is filing a number of essentially similar
applications, showings of a general na-
ture applicable to all of the proposed
stations may be submitted in the ini-
tial application and incorporated by
reference in subsequent applications.

(d) Transmissions of signals or pro-
gramming to non-U.S. licensed sat-
ellites, and to and/or from foreign
points by means of U.S.-licensed fixed
satellites may be subject to restric-
tions as a result of international agree-
ments or treaties. The Commission will
maintain public information on the
status of any such agreements.

(e) [Reserved]

(f) Applicants seeking to operate in a
shared government/non-government
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